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The Crack Garden

The Crack Gardbon s an exploration of the identiny of site and the clanty of intervention, Pro
eishing places have an inherent idootity that s based on their istory, matenality, and activi-
nies, The |:|4--|1_‘.r'| 1= conceved as an intervenion that Tunchions as a ||~I'|-.. .||'|ilr||'|!1 perception of
A place rather than completely ramaking it. The intervention can reveal the physical and mate-
ral qualities o1 the place, andior become a catalyst 1 incite new program activities, In he
case of The Crack Garden, complotely remaking the aarden was highly unlikely because of
the tiny budges, By fully embracing a srategy of degn ag intervention, the garden relios on it

previous identity as much as it does on the changes that wene imposed,

The concoptual Basis of The Crack Garden iz 1o reveal the potential tor beaury that underlies
the concrete and asphalt that is the predommant ground plane mateaal of the uban land-
seape, The interventions into e site of The Crack Garden were primanly actions of removal
rather than the addition of new layvers and matenal, By eliminatime porions of the existing
concrete and exposing the soill bensath, potental s released, and new oppoemibes for the

AT drise

Although minimal in scope and budeet, The Crack Garden is refined in s creation of well
programmed spaces for the residents of this foue-unit boilding, The odges of the garden ane
weell-cleimed by existing buildings and new tences, including a stainless steel cable trellis that
strelches continuously across the top of the fenoe and continues across the neighbor's garage.
The sicde of the garden along the residents” bullding is kept open tor social activities, and
lants selecwed for the cracks can tolerate foot watic, which allows for multiple uses frough-
ot the garden, A lacaranda tree adds scale, creates an anchor for the garden, provides needed
ewverhead definition w belp comain the space, and ofiers fillered shade and summer color,
Pt Winae s plamtedd alomg the fonces and back wall o grow on the cable tellis, and a beao-
tiful Five-Leal Akebia vine croates testural interest on the back wall. The planting within the
tracks is soimewhiat randbom, changing regulardy depending on the whims and desires of the
resident gardeners, but useally includes 3 wide range of vepetablos, hers, fowers and wesds,
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Project Stalerment

Inspired by the lenacious plants that ploneer the
tiry cracks of urban landscapes. & backvard B rans-
formed Lthroush hostile takeover of an exiine co
crele slab by mposing § series ol “cracks” The

OWE O 1 parden contan a lushly planted mix of

BrIY, Ve bles Towerz, and rovue weeds

Lheir pesthalic value

retaires 1or

Whal a wonderful ikhea thal can be wsesd every-
. i A
wherg, A rassroobs progcl on Pow 1o titkoee BONTIE-
thine and make it sustainable without amy means
Very deliberate; pood rhythme A profound propect
for the future we are about 1o embark. upon
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Finished eracks prior 1o colonization, | Kevin Conger
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From certain vantage points the lines of plantings stack up to present a more densely planted
experience, .= 'Tom Fox
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