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Project Description

Building Cleveland by Design (BCbD), a joint program of ParkWorks and Cleveland Public Art, has retained CMG to lead a design 
process for key connections in Cleveland’s historic Flats neighborhood. The scope of work calls for planning and schematic design 
for connections that will both bring greater unity to the central city neighborhood and link it more strongly to surrounding areas. 
Cleveland’s Flats is rich in historic and environmental value.  CMG has emphasized ecological design through the planning and 
design process as a fundamental way to treat and re-frame the area’s rich but complex conditions with sensitivity.  

CMG has worked with BCbD in a nimble and responsive manner, often providing material, designs and exhibits to enable 
community visioning and stakeholder communication on an as needed basis.  Simultaneously CMG has developed an open space 
framework plan to inform future public and private development of the historic Flats.  Various project sites are addressed in detail 
within the fl ats framework plan.  These discrete sites include: an 8 acre linear park with integral storm water treatment and habitat 
creation program; a remnant landscape that is nominated as a National Archeological Site that CMG has framed as an urban 
wild, again with an overlay of storm water treatment and habitat creation; a temporary one acre landscape installation to occupy 
an old parking lot.  The Connections planning and design is to knit together private and public investments in the district, helping 
ensure that residents and visitors can move easily between new neighborhoods and parks on both the East and West banks of the 
Cuyahoga River. By solidifying connections, the Flats can become a complete, walk-able neighborhood, attracting people, energy 
and investment back to the center of Cleveland.

Client
Building Cleveland by Design, ParkWorks, Cleveland Public Art
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