
Project Description
The design for Mint Plaza transforms a downtown back alley into a vibrant public pedestrian plaza and festival space that not 
only serves adjacent buildings, but also provides needed public space for the neighborhood and local workers.  A simple but rich 
ground plane captures the alley way while an arbor brings a human scale to the space and provides a dramatic identity for the new 
landscape.  In addition, the space is populated by dramatic light fixtures, moveable seating, benches and trees, while all site storm 
water is captured and treated in rain gardens and ultimately returned to the ground through a large sub-grade infiltration basin.  The 
arbor and plaza grading subtly delineate zones of day to day use for dining areas, performance space and vehicle access, while 
the plaza remains a flexible open space to serve any number of events and program. 

Client
Martin Building Company for the City of San Francisco

Awards
2008 AIA Small Firms, Great Projects
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